
Us Constitution Summary
Article 1 – Legislative Branch 

The U.S. Congress makes the laws for the United States. Congress has
two parts, called “Houses,” the House of Representatives and the Senate.

Article 2 – Executive Branch 
The President, Vice-President, Cabinet, and Departments under the

Cabinet Secretaries carry out the laws made by Congress.
Article 3 – Judicial Branch 

The Supreme Court decides court cases according to US Constitution. The
courts under the Supreme Court decide criminal and civil court cases

according to the correct federal, state, and local laws.
Article 4 – States’ Powers 

States have the power to make and carry out their own laws. State laws
that are related to the people and problems of their area. States respect

other states laws and work together with other states to fix regional
problems.

Article 5 – Amendments 
The Constitution can be changed. New amendments can be added to the
US Constitution with the approval by a two-thirds vote in each house of

Congress (67 Senators, 281 House Representatives) and three-fourth vote
by the states (38).

Article 6 – Federal Powers 
The Constitution and federal laws are higher than state and local laws.

All laws must agree with the US Constitution.
Article 7 – Ratification 

The Constitution was presented to George Washington and the men at
the Constitutional Convention on September 17, 1787, Representatives

from twelve out of the thirteen original states signed the Constitution.
From September 1787 to July 1788, the states met, talked about, and

finally voted to approve the Constitution.
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Excerpt from Patrick Henry’s Speech 1775
“In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation.

There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free if we mean to preserve
inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending if we

mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged,
and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of you

contest shall be obtained, we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! 
An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all that is left us!

There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations; and who will raise up
friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the
vigilant, the active, the brave… There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our

chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! 
The war is inevitable and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come.

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace but there is no
peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to
our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand
we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or

peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? 
Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, 

give me liberty or give me death!“

Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln 1863
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a new

nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation

so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. 
We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that

field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we

cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add

or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can
never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the

unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather
for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these

honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last
full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died

in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.“


